We have seen the ‘patience of Job’

Working through the four tones and lists of vocabulary
words is quite stimulating; we are making progress

We celebrated with two friends the end of the semester at a Western
-style steak place, and wonder if any of the owners have ever been to
one in America before. It was like one, a little, but not really. But glad
to “get it off our list” of things to try; not sure we’ll ever get to the
McDonald’s, though. Except for their pancakes and sausage biscuits, | rarely have been to
one of those even at home. :-)

Found a Subway in Wuhan (3 hours away) on our only trip there, and it is almaost ex-
actly the same. Pizza Hut and KFC were closer to the “real thing.” Have found that French
fries are exact and they did have pepperoni, though no one seems to know what it is. Our
favorite ‘good and cheap’ restaurant off the front gate did close for the summer break, but
we found other places and will be OK until August 28.

We have seen “the patience of Job” again in our life. Gillian and Jasmine are steady and
full of encouragement, but understanding, as we are in the midst of learning Mandarin.
Working through the four tones and list after list of vocabulary words is quite stimulating.
We are making progress, which is the favorite word | use with our English students; am
now applying it to myself.

Our Good Life from the Wisdom book got off to a good beginning, with ten in atten-
dance. We’ll work toward “the conclusion of the matter” during the summer and
fall...discussion was good and interest high. That discussion has already produced another
weekly study on another night on related matters, with new students and some great ques-
tions.

Family we met will join our first day As-
sembly and we’re going to discuss lessons
from James. Practical and basic seems to be
the ‘order of the summer’ and there is lots of
enthusiasm for our endeavor...expecting
nearly a dozen.

I now have a ‘gqg.com account,” which is
the email/instant message forum for the stu-
dents. They installed it for me (found English
version so | could read the screen) and put| !
their account numbers in for me. We now get
instant messages from them during the day as

they arrive home and say “good morning” and
tell us what’s happening, now that they are at
home.

They are not children, but we enjoy hear-
ing they are home safe and doing well...and
miss them. We also know their families are
glad to have them around for about 50 days.
Just a few are still in the area...they have
found young students they (cont. on page 2)
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Contentment:
Where?

Do your circumstances bother
you? Are you at that place in life
where you wish nothing would
change, and yet everything is
changing? Are you having to ad-
just to new surroundings or new
people?

We need to ‘learn’ what there is
to learn about contentment.

It is a great mistake to build our
happiness on circumstances or
things, because circumstances
change and things have a way of
wearing out and losing their value.
True internal peace cannot be
based on changing external things .
We need something deeper and
more satisfying.

Yet, most people build their
happiness on the passing, external
things of this world. And, for this
reason, they are never really
happy.

Real contentment must come
from within. You and | cannot
change or control the world
around us, but we can change and
control the world within us. It has
often been said that what life does
to us depends on what life finds in
us.

The word content does not
mean "complacent.” Paul was any-
thing but complacent! He felt a
burden and carried good news to
city after city regardless of peril or
persecution.

Nor is contentment a dreamy
attitude or vague feelings that lift
you out of the world and make you
immune to trouble and trial. Some
people are always looking for new
ways to be immunized against the

(Continued on page 3)
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can tutor, as a part-time job. Once a person gets older, they
are not so much in a hurry to go home...they have ‘made the
break’ and are more independent.

One of the students come from the Hainan province,
which is ‘way south’ like South Florida in the USA. She got
to the bus that would take her to the train station and go
south...she was allowed to get on and continue her trip. Her
classmates are actually still there (one
day later) waiting for the crowd to di-
minish and get a seat...remember there
are thousands trying to leave the areajl§
now, and the bus/train system is al-
ways strained. When she arrived at her

to go to her hometown, so she is stay-
ing with a friend while she waits.

We saw a store ritual as we camefss =
home: a group of female employees|
gathered in front of their store (on the|
sidewalk) did a series of chants and
cheers, singing and laughing...after{F=== =
joining hands in a circle, separated and [ -
went into the store to begin the day
(see photo). Quite positive and enthu-
siastic display as their workday commenced.

Another interesting (unique) three minutes with TJ: |
began telling her of a thought | had when I realized her eyes
were glazed over and she was not hearing a word. I’ve
learned to stop and try to figure out what might be happen-
ing: she wasn’t praying (her eyes were open)...she wasn’t
reading scripture (no bible open)...and it hit me...she was
doing her stretching exercises (her body parts looked like
twisted or shaken spaghetti or pretzels...she looks like a
praying mantis or several of the cranes when the Karate Kid
stood on one leg for that special pose that won the tourna-
ment at the end of the movie). :-)

I told her of my dilemma, and we had a good laugh. Then
she told me why her mind was somewhere else and she did

not know | was talking: “I'was counting, and when | get con-
fused, sometimes | can do 10 or 20 seconds t00-0-0 much or
too-0-0 little, and that’s not good.” (As the conversation con-
tinued, | learned she now can count in English, Spanish, and
Chinese, which keeps it from getting boring. She can only
count to six in German and is trying to remember French,
but can’t remember the numbers Tonia taught her when she
was studying the language. We’ll have something to work on
August 8-17 when she’s here visiting).
That’s my TJ :-).

We were coming back from a walk
to one of the stores further from our
apartment. Terry was carrying one of
the bags, and | asked, “Is the bag that
heavy?” “No, it’s not bad at all.”

“What about the bags under your
eyes?” | innocently asked. “Actually,
——lthey are not as bad as the ones in
“|America, though that could change any

ing a beat.
Have | mentioned that | have had no
\Ineed or desire to wear a suit and/or tie
smce February 13, 2011? There simply
A 2lis no requirement or event thus far.
(Could have saved some room in my suitcases when we came
over...glad I only brought two).

I have discovered iTunes podcasts to catch some of the
news and sports reporting that have been part of my life for
many, many years. There is even a world view of sports on
CCTV 5 online here.

Want to see world news in English in China? The internet
allows it: http://english.cntv.cn/01/index.shtml. Check out
the China travelogues, as well.

It’s been a sad summer for Ohio State and Tennessee
sports fans :-(

An interesting item at the bank this week: we found out
we will not receive August payroll until it is combined in
September, since the university finance department is on
vacation with the students. It could

have been worst...sometimes the July
|s put off, too. They pay at the begin-
y/PIning of the month in advance, and
we will see when/if July is deposited
by the announced time.

With no classes, we have ‘time to
AW think’ and it reminds me of our uni-

lversity “‘director days.” 1’d be up and
Slout with the day demands by 7 a.m.
and then up with students till after 9
p.m. It felt equally good then (and
now) to have the break between se-
mester classes. We’re staying busy,
but it is a different kind of busy...and

(Continued on page 3)

Good to see children enjoying the rides at the grocery store here, too :-)
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(Continued from page three)
we are really enjoying it. Both of us are using our Kindles daily.

Nothing is official until the classes actually begin, but I have already received my
schedule for the fall. I will have 8 classes, all at 8 a.m. and 10:05 a.m. Tuesday —thru—
Friday (Monday off for preparation).

I will have all of Terry’s freshman students from last fall in six classes, in addition
to one of my freshman groups (seven oral English classes in all...around 355 sopho-
more students). | will also have one class of some 50+ junior students for Teaching/
Listening skills, a new subject. I am not even sure until the workbook is given to me,
what/how | am supposed to proceed. We will listen, watch, and speak English and we
will all work behind a computer...sounds interesting :-)

All the classes on the Central campus, a 4-minute leisurely walk from our apart-
ment, so that is real nice...compared to three classes last semester on a different cam-
pus, one of them a 4:05-5:40 p.m. class.

Have | admitted ‘out loud to anyone’
that we both decided the Chinese classics
we were going to read during the summer
are a lot like many of the American clas-
sics...wordy and boring. | got through 213
pages and it was just t-0-0-0 much of the
same thing over and over.... :-)
Greetings from Terry: The children
gave me a really nice journal to record our
experience in China. It is filled with quotes
and scriptures. This one | like especially:
“The really happy person is one who can
enjoy the scenery on a detour.”
W There is no diagram, directory or map of
Sthis campus so my new project is to ex-
Splore and gather information and then
sketch one. It will be helpful to me and |
can offer it to the new students in Septem-
| ber.
Thursday, July 7 we had our first Man-
- . darin lesson and it went pretty well. Since
Better picture of the birthday cake, after ;¢ two teachers have to travel nearly an
it had been dropped and reassembled oy on a hot bus to get here, we have de-
(TJ looked pretty happy, too) cided to meet once instead of twice a week
(for two hours).
It was fun and we
made  progress,
therefore it was
successful.
We also had our
first  discussion/

study of The
Vo Good Life with
five  English

teachers and two
other adults close
to campus. It was
very good. We
. . | are so glad to
crea ' have the opportu-

TJ gets help on alphabet (Cont. on page 4)

from our English teachers |
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(Continued from page 1)
hurts of life or protected from the
bumps and scars of life. This is not
contentment.

Actually, the word is best trans-
lated "contained." It carries the idea
of self-sufficiency. In other words,
Paul is saying, "l don't depend on
things on the outside, because | carry
my own sufficiency on the inside."

Contentment, then, is actually
containment: having the resources
within to face life courageously and
handle it successfully.

If you had all the props and
crutches taken away from your life,
would you be able to stand? Do you
have that divine sufficiency and ade-
quacy within?

We usually fall down because we
want to receive inner contentment
and spiritual adequacy instantly by
reading a book, or saying a prayer,
but that is not the way we become
adequate in the inner man. We learn
it by experience.

This means we must go through
troubles and trials, difficulties and
sacrifices, and we must face changes
in our lives. If everything remains
the same, then we will die of the
status quo. Life will become a com-
fortable coffin; but who wants to be
a comfortable corpse?

Resistance to change is one of the
chief causes of discontent and worry.
We want to keep ourselves, our chil-
dren, and our lives just as they are.
We fight change, and in so doing, we
rob ourselves of the contentment.

There is not growth without chal-
lenge, and there is no challenge with-
out change. If our lives are going to
be isolated and insulated we will
never face any challenges, but this
means we will never have opportuni-
ties to mature.

For mature people, life is a battle-
ground, but they are willing to face
the battles and, by faith, win the vic-
tories.

For immature people, life is a
playground; and they want to avoid
battles, but this means they never
have the joy of winning victories and
growing.
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nity. They were all very interested. One person in particular
called the next day after reading ahead in the text and had
questions so she came over for additional discussion. This is
our idea of a fun summer.

I have finished reading a very interesting and profitable
book; A Study of Angels by Edward P. Meyers (Gary had
finished it and recommended it). He handles the text well. |
appreciate his study, collection and presentation of the text
in an understandable style. — Love, Terry.

This Associated Press story caught my attention (I
wonder why): Baby boomers say wrinkles aren't so bad and
they're not that worried about dying. Just don't call them
"old." The generation that once powered a youth movement
isn't ready to symbolize the aging of America, even as its
first members are becoming eligible for Medicare.

A new poll finds three-quarters of all baby boomers still
consider themselves middle-aged or younger, and that in-
cludes most of the boomers who are ages 57-65.

Younger adults call 60 the start of old age, but baby
boomers are pushing that number back, according to the As-
sociated Press-LifeGoesStrong.com poll. The median age
they cite is 70. And a quarter of boomers insist you're not old
until you're 80.

"In my 20s, | would have thought the 60s were bad, but
they're not so bad at all,”" says 64-year-old Lynn Brown, a
retired legal assistant and grandmother of 11 living near
Phoenix in Apache Junction, Ariz.

News in China: China's inflation escalated to the highest
level in three years amid lingering pressure, with the con-
sumer price index (CPI), the main gauge of inflation, jump-
ing 6.4 percent year-on-year in June, the National Bureau of
Statistics said.

The June inflation rate accelerated 0.9 percentage points
from May's 5.5 percent which stood at a 34-month high, both
far exceeding the government's annual inflation control tar-
get of 4 percent. Of the 6.4-percent CPI growth in June, 3.7
percentage points were contributed by the carryover effect of
price increases last year, the NBS said in a statement on its

website.

After South Koreans, U.S.
citizens form the second-largest
national group among the nearly
600,000 foreigners living on the
Chinese mainland at the end of
2010, says China's national statis-
tics bureau.

At a time when many Ameri-
cans back home worry whether
fast-rising China is out to eat their
lunch, the number of Americans
living on the Chinese mainland
has reached a record high of
71,493, according to Chinese cen-
sus bureau figures released in
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110,000 Americans living in China included Hong Kong
residents. Another 430,000 people from Taiwan, Hong Kong
and Macau lived in China at the end of 2010, but Beijing
does not count them as foreign residents.

Some Americans in China have seen decades of dramatic
change, from radical Maoism to cutthroat capitalism. Today,
newbies arrive daily to take up jobs or hunt them down, in
what has become the world's second-largest economy behind
the USA's. Many work for Fortune 500 firms or U.S. agen-
cies. Others come to teach, study, volunteer, travel, blog and
party.

To boost mutual understanding in what is-an often tense
relationship between the nations, Washington and Beijing
are ramping up people-to-people exchanges, including a
drive to send 100,000 U.S. students to China over the next
four years. "There are a lot of really bright young Americans
who are here in business or studying, and they are building
great bridges between the USA and China," says Thomas
Skipper, minister counselor for public affairs at the U.S. Em-
bassy in Beijing.

Guangdong, China's most populous province, has offi-
cially asked the central government for permission to relax
the application of the country's family-planning policy and
allow qualified local couples to have two children. "The
province has submitted an application to the central govern-
ment and is now waiting for approval to be the leader in the
country in the relaxation of the family-planning policy," said
Zhang Feng, director of the Guangdong population and fam-
ily-planning commission. Couples in which either the hus-
band or wife is an only child will be allowed to have a sec-
ond child, Zhang said.

We believe we are here for a reason: to reach out to
the 18-23 year old university students in Jingzhou,
sowing seeds of knowledge and understanding wher-
ever possible. We know it will not return to us void.
We have the opportunity to teach the future leaders of
China, and to be ‘stretched’ ourselves in the process.
Your thoughts and support are deeply appreciated!
Gary and Terry
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yl\/lany students take arts and sports classes or get involved in other
social activities as summer vacation begins.

; ¢ S EPE A 500g (1.11b),
Man _drlnks _ - 28.5cm-long
gasoline for £, baby boy was

over 42 years : born after only
a 24-week-and-
one-day gesta-
tion period in
Zhuzhou, cen-
tral China's
Hunan prov-
ince. The tiny
baby, with half-
transparent
skin revealing
fragile veins,
was sent to the
neonatal care
unit of Chang-
sha Children's
Hospital to re-
ceive treatment.

Follow our adventure at www.tjsman.wordpress.com



